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JERICHO ï CAPTIAL  OF THE AMORITES 

Jericho (Bet Yerah, "the House of the Moon God") was the 

capital of the strongest of the seven nations then occupying 

the land of Canaan. (It is interesting that it is again, even in 

our day, the stronghold of Israel's enemies!) 

 

 

What else makes the battle of Jericho so remarkable? It 

wasn't just the walls falling down! Almost every ordinance 

of the Torah seems to have been violated. The Levites 

were not supposed to go to war, yet they led the march. 

The Israelites were supposed to work only six days - and 

rest on the seventh, the Sabbath. Yet here they do seven 

times as much on the seventh day.  



Jericho may be the world's oldest city:  The site had the main 

ingredients needed for an important  city: an abundant water supply, 

good climate and a central location.  



JERICHO IS FOUND low down in the Jordan Valley, about 27km 

East of Jerusalem and 10km North West of the Dead Sea.  The 

town lies some 250m below sea level, which makes it the lowest 

on earth.  Although Jericho is surrounded by scorching hot 

desert, it is well watered by freshwater springs.  The Hebrew 

name for Jericho means ófragrant.ô  Today it is called the óCity of 

Palmsô.    

 

To the north of the modern town, can be seen the huge mound 

of the ancient city of Jericho called Tel es - Sultan.  This mound 

contains the remnants of what is claimed by archaeologists to be 

the oldest city in the world.  This was the Canaanite City that 

features in the Old Testament Scriptures. During the time of 

Yahshua this was probably a deserted ruin, with a spread out 

town nearby that Herod the Great had laid out.  It had aqueducts 

to irrigate the fields and to take water to the winter palace he had 

located there.  



THE ANCIENT CITY OF JERICHO 



We know that Jericho was inhabited 

after the Jewish captivity in Babylon, 

around 445 BC, because Ezra records 

that 345 children of Jericho returned 

home.  (Ezra 2.34)  Nehemiah tells us 

that their descendants helped to rebuild 

the walls of Jerusalem. (Nehemiah 3.2.)   

In New Testament times the Gospel 

records state, that Yahshua visited 

Jericho on more than one occasion and 

we get some idea of the size of the 

population of the city by the fact that 

Yahshua was followed by a great 

number of people.  Among them were 

blind beggars including Bartimaeus, 

who pleaded for Yahshua to have 

mercy on them, which  when they 

declared their faith he miraculously 

gave them their sight.  (Matthew 20.29-

34; Mark 10.46-52)  

 



The encounter that Yahshua had 

with Zacchaeus at Jericho also gives 

us an insight into the prosperity of 

the city at that time. Zacchaeus was 

the chief publican, a tax collector, a 

man of wealth and hated by the 

people.  

As Yahshua came through Jericho, 

Zacchaeus was determined to see 

him but because he was a short 

man, he climbed a tree to get a sight 

of the Messiah of Yisrael. However it 

was Yahshua who sought out 

Zacchaeus, seeing in this man a 

readiness to change his life and 

follow him. The record tells how 

despite the criticism, Yahshua 

stayed in Jericho at this manôs 

house, and brought salvation to his 

household as well. (Luke 19.1-10)  

 



Yahshuaôs familiarity with Jericho and the road leading 

down to it through the Wadi Kelt, is reflected in the parable 

of the Good Samaritan.  

 

Yahshuasô use of the example of a Priest and then a Levite 

who, ignoring the urgent needs of a badly wounded man on 

the Jerusalem to Jericho road, describes perfectly the 

attitude at that time. Jericho was like a holiday resort to 

those in Jerusalem.  

 

By travelling just a short distance, about four hours walking 

time, a person could be transferred from the sometimes 

quite cold climate of Jerusalem at 777m above sea level, to 

the balmy warmth of Jericho, 250m below sea level. This is 

why Herod built his summer palace there.  







THE ISRAELITES CELEBRATE THEIR FIRST 

PASSOVER IN THE LAND PROMISED TO THEM 

10 On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while 

camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated 

the Passover. (THEIR FIRST PASSOVER)  

 

(3) The observance of the Passover (5:10). By partaking of the 

Passover, Israel was to relive their deliverance out of Egypt by the 

blood of the Lamb, but as with circumcision, this too was related 

to the land. As observing the Passover in Egypt protected them 

from the destroying angel, it also assured them of two more 

things: (a) that just as the Red Sea crossing would be followed by 

the destruction of the Egyptians (b) so likewise the crossing of the 

Jordan would be followed by the defeat of the Canaanites. 

Remembering the past became an excellent preparation of faith 

for the tests of the future. 

 

 



Yoshua 5: 11 The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some 

of the produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted grain.  The 

manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was 

no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate the 

produce of Canaan. 



HEAVENLY VISITATION 
13 Now when Yoshua was near Jericho, he looked up and 

saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in 

his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, ñAre you for us 

or for our enemies?ò 

14 ñNeither,ò he replied, ñbut as commander of the army of 

YHWH I have now come.ò Then Yoshua fell facedown to 

the ground in reverence, and asked him, ñWhat message 

does my MASTER have for his servant?ò 

15 The commander of YHWHôs army replied, ñTake off your 

sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.ò And 

Yoshua did so. 

Yoshua 6:1 Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred 

because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one 

came in. 

 



TAKE OFF YOUR SHOES 

Loose thy shoe from off thy foot, etc. - These were the same words which 

the angel, on Mount Sinai, spoke to Moses; (see Exodus 3:5-8); and from 

this it seems likely that it was the same person that appeared in both 

places: in the first, to encourage Moshe to deliver the oppressed 

Israelites, and bring them to the promised land; in the second, to 

encourage Yoshua in his arduous task in expelling the ancient 

inhabitants, and establishing the people in the inheritance promised to 

their fathers. 

 

Shoes are outer garments that protect our feet as they tread upon the 

earth's soil. Thus, the "shoe" represents the body--the outer garment that 

encases and protects the soul as it sojourns in the soil of the material 

realm. To ascend YHWH's mountain, to enhance our spirit, we must first 

remove our shoes, our materialism. The body is appropriate for a 

material climate but on YHWH's mountain it is a hindrance. Here we must 

divest ourselves of material considerations and be fully devoted to a holy 

existence. 



THE PRESENCE OF YHWH 

 IS HOLY 



2 Then ADONAI said to Joshua, ñSee, I have delivered Jericho into 

your hands, along with its king and its fighting men. 3 March 

around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 4 

Have seven priests carry trumpets of ramsô horns in front of the ark. 

On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the 

priests blowing the trumpets. 5 When you hear them sound a long 

blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then 

the wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up, everyone 

straight in.ò  

 

How do we know that this is YAHSHUA who appears to Yoshua? 

There are several reasons. For one, Yoshua calls this man 

Adonai/Master and falls down and worships Him.  Earthly men do 

not lead YHWHôs armies.  The only man who deserves worship is 

Yahshua.   Furthermore, an angel would not have allowed Yoshua 

to worship him.  Also, Adonai tells Yoshua that the ground he is on 

is holy and the only thing that could have made that place holy is 

Yahshua, the King of Kings Himself.  Finally, this is consistent with 

the overall role Yahshua has in bringing about the Kingdom of 

Yehowah.   



For example, in Revelation 19 we see Yahshua in this role of leading 

the armies of YHWH as Captain of  the Host. So it all fits together. 

 

So why did Yahshua come down from heaven for this event?   Paul 

makes it clear that Yahshua himself (THE ROCK) had accompanied 

the children of Israel in the wilderness (1 Corinthians 10:4). They all 

ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink; for 

they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that 

rock was Yahshua HaMaschiach. It makes sense that He would 

continue to be with them to bring them finally into the Promised Land.   

 

From this event all of the other events of Yehowahôs plan flowed ï 

there would have been no Jerusalem, Nazareth or Bethlehem and 

the important events associated with these places if HIS plan for the 

Hebrews to occupy Canaan had been thwarted.  The Captain of our 

Salvation had to make sure that it happened as planned. 



It is interesting that though Yahshua assures Yoshua that he is 

there as the Captain of the Adonaiôs Host, we donôt see 

Yahshua take part in the battle for Jericho.  

 

The Israelites themselves are seen fighting this battle (Yoshua 

6).  

 

So where was the Captain of the Host of the Lord during the 

battle for Jericho? He was leading the parallel battle that goes 

on in the spiritual realm.  The forces of Satan (Ephesians 6:12) 

would have been lined up against the Israelites in this event. 

 

 The spiritual battle had to be won in order for the earthly 

conquest of the Promised Land to happen as YHWH had 

planned. 

 



THE BATTLE BELONGS TO 

YAHSHUA 

 

 

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, be strong 

in Yahshua HaMaschiach and in 

his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 

armour of YHWH, so that you can 

take your stand against the devilôs 

schemes. 12 For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, but against 

the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the powers of this dark 

world and against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms. 13 Therefore put on the full 

armour of YHWH so that when the 

day of evil comes, you may be able 

to stand your ground, and after you 

have done everything, to stand. 



YAHSHUA WALKED BOTH WITH  

MOSHE AND YEHOSHUA 

ñAnd ADONAI said to Yoshua, óToday I will begin to exalt you in the 

eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with 

Moses.ôò ð Yoshua 3:7 

 

As we read through the chapters of Yoshua we begin to notice an 

interesting pattern. Many of the stories that happened to Moshe happen 

to Yoshua, and the pattern continues throughout Joshuaôs life. 

 

Both Moshe and Yoshua split a body of water. Moshe split the Red 

Sea, and Yoshua split the Jordan River. Both are told to take off their 

shoes in an encounter with YAHSHUAôs holy presence. Moshe and 

Yoshua each send spies in similar manners. And both run national 

campaigns of circumcision and reinstatements of the Passover 

celebration. Finally, at the end of their lives, both receive the honorific 

of ñservant of YEHOWAH.ò 

 



The Bible itself highlights this phenomenon when Joshua splits 

the river in relating that, ñAnd  said to ADONAI Yoshua, óToday I 

will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know 

that I am with you as I was with Mosheôò (Joshua 3:7). 

 

What can we glean from these overlapping lives? In these 

curious situations of intersection, I believe we can learn an 

important lesson about tradition and leadership. Often, leaders, 

or the next generation, want to assert their freedom and power 

by creating a new tradition, or demolishing the old tradition. They 

demand a new vision for their new generation. 

 

Yet, the Bible is teaching us a valuable lesson. Often the 

greatest and most mature stance towards tradition and 

leadership is to realize that sometimes we need men of vision, 

and sometimes we need people of action.  



Not every generation needs a new vision; some generations just 

need the courage to build off the vision of the previous generation. 

Thatôs exactly what Yoshua did ð he built and led from the 

foundations established by Moses. 

 

On the surface, Yoshuaôs life mirrored Mosheô life in many ways. 

But when it came down to it, Yoshua not only brought the people 

into the land of Israel, but he did so peacefully, an act that his guide 

and mentor, Moshe, could not claim for himself. Yoshua might not 

have been the visionary that Moshe was, but he was the grounded, 

realistic person who could complete what Moshe started. 

 

For us, we can heed an important lesson. Different times in life 

require the ability to lead and envision the future, while other times 

of life demand the ability to humble ourselves and follow. Wisdom 

entails knowing when each trait is necessary. 

BY RABBI YECHIEL ECKSTIEN 



YAHSHUA ï OUR MIGHTY WARRIOR 

Just what is the significance of the Commander's presence? He 

identifies himself as Commander of the host of the LORD. (The Hebrew 

word for "host" means "army".) Here is the supreme commander of the 

heavenly host, the angelic army that has appeared on YHWH's behalf 

throughout history. Here are a few of the passages in Scripture: 

 

ñJacob went on his way, and the angels of YHWH met him. And when 

Jacob saw them, he said, This is YHWH's host: and he called the name 

of that place Mahanaim" (Genesis 32:1-2, KJV). 

 

"Therefore hear the word of YHWH: I saw YHWH sitting on his throne 

with all the host of heaven standing around him on his right and on his 

left" (1 Kings 22:19). 

 

"Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising YHWH and saying..." (Luke 2:13). 



"Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; 

and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? YHWH 

who is strong and mighty, YHWH mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O 

ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory 

shall come in. Who is this King of glory? YHWH of hosts, he is the King 

of glory" (Psalm 24:7-10, KJV). 

 

"The noise of a multitude in the mountains, like as of a great people; a 

tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together: the 

YHWH of hosts mustereth the host of the battle. They come from a far 

country, from the end of heaven, even the LORD, and the weapons of 

his indignation, to destroy the whole land" (Isaiah 13:4-5). 

 

"Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, 

and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of 

the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast 

defied" (1 Samuel 17:45, KJV). 



The Fall of Jericho 

Å So Yoshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, ñTake up 

the ark of the covenant of YHWH and have seven priests carry 

trumpets in front of it.ò 7 And he ordered the army, ñAdvance ! March 

around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of  

YHWH.ò 

 

Å 8 When Yoshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests 

carrying the seven trumpets before YHWH went forward, blowing 

their trumpets, and the ark of YHWHôs covenant followed them. 9 

The armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew the 

trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark. All this time the 

trumpets were sounding. 10 But Yoshua had commanded the army, 

ñDo not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word 

until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout! ò 11 So he had the ark of 

YHWH carried around the city, circling it once. Then the army 

returned to camp and spent the night there. 





THE FORTRESS CITY OF JERICHO 

The picture above 

shows the Southern 

Gate of Jericho up 

on the hill. Notice the 

steep slope leading 

up to it, consisting of 

white plaster surface 

that was slippery - 

called a Glacis. This 

was designed to 

make it very difficult 

for anyone to attack 

the city.  



12 Joshua got up early the 

next morning and the priests 

took up the ark of the YHWH. 

13 The seven priests carrying 

the seven trumpets went 

forward, marching before the 

ark of YHWH and blowing the 

trumpets. The armed men 

went ahead of them and the 

rear guard followed the ark of 

YHWH, while the trumpets 

kept sounding. 14 So on the 

second day they marched 

around the city once and 

returned to the camp. They 

did this for six days. 


